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LOUDOUN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

ACTION SUMMARY
THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2008
6:00 P.M.
WORKSESSION



LOCATION:  PURCELLVILLE ROOM
Commissioners Present: Christeen Tolle, Chairman, At Large; Peggy Maio, Vice-Chairman, Blue Ridge District; Erin Austin, Catoctin District; Chris Brodrick, Potomac District; Sandra Chaloux, Dulles District; Michael Keeney, Sugarland Run District; Robert Klancher, Broad Run District; Gigi Robinson, Leesburg District; Helena Syska, Sterling District. 

Staff Present: John Merrithew, Assistant Director of Planning; Alex Blackburn, Michelle Lohr, William Marsh, Department of Building and Development; Debbie Heimburger, Office of Capital Construction; Warren Howell, Maria Figueroa-Taylor, Fire and Rescue Services; Mark Novak, Parks, Recreation, and Community Services; Lou Mosurak, Art Smith, Office of Transportation Services; Planners:  Mike Elabarger, Stephen Gardner, Ginny Rowen; Nancy Bryan, Recording Secretary.
1.
ACTION SUMMARY REVIEW

a.
The Action Summary of April 17, 2008 was approved as distributed.  
(8-0-1, Keeney absent).
b.
The Action Summary of April 24, 2008 was approved as distributed.  (7-0-1-1, Keeney absent; Syska abstained).  
2.
BRIEFING OF THE MAY 15, 2008 PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS

a.
ZMOD 2006-0010, BRAMBLETON FIRE AND RESCUE

Items for further discussion include neighbors’ opinions; run-off water collection; noise control of sirens; and maintenance of low impact design.  

Staff Contact:  Mike Elabarger.
b. SPEX 2008-0019, BEAUMEADE MERRITT TRACT-BEAUMEADE GUN CLUB 

            TRAINING FACILITY

Items for further discussion include a map and list of other uses in the vicinity; examples of other facilities of this type, particularly the facility in Scottsdale, Arizona; permanent fencing along the property line; security measures for firearms; County use of the scenario room; economic development benefits to the County; and the facility’s involvement in the event of an active threat.  Staff Contact:  Stephen Gardner
c. SPEX 2008-0020, IDEAL SCHOOLS

There were no items for further discussion.  Staff Contact:  Ginny Rowen
d. SPEX 2007-0056, SPEX 2007-0059, SPEX 2007-0060, ZMOD 2007-0012, PLAY TO WIN SPORTS

Items for further discussion include by-right uses for A-3 zoning districts; allowable uses in an IP zoning district; site lines regarding height of the lights; comparison of lighting standards for schools versus this application; timing of lighting; bicycle access along Belmont Ridge Road; benefits of natural grass versus turf fields; discussion with Fairfax County regarding their replacement of turf fields; fiscal impact analysis and the cost to the County in the first four years of operation; location of intake of drinking water; letter from Mr. Howard Miller concerning loss of trees, reduction of parking setback, and outdoor lighting; impact to Belmont Ridge residents; registration constraints due to lack of playing fields; applicant to provide examples of stormwater management and filtration; poor soil resulting in drainage problems and fragmentation of habitat; review by Virginia Conservation and Recreation; use of cartridges; tree conservation; landscaping for residence being impacted; details of Russell Branch Parkway extension; estimate of anticipated tax revenue over a ten-year period; number of children to be served; other leadership training centers focusing on the age range of this facility; whether a balance is being maintained between by-right A-3, by-right IP, and this facility; allowable capacity of this use versus allowable A-3 and IP; and capacity of Loudoun County fields.  Staff Contact:  Mike Elabarger
e. ZMAP 2008-0003, MID DULLES CENTER

There were no items for further discussion.  Staff Contact:  Ginny Rowen
3.
ZOAM 2007-0004, FARM MARKETS, REPORT BY THE RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

The Planning Commission forwarded ZOAM 2007-0004, Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment to allow Farm Markets in Various Zoning Districts, to the Board of Supervisors with a recommendation to adopt a new Resolution of Intent to Amend the Zoning Ordinance to incorporate the recommendations of the Rural Economic Development Council, to include farm markets by special exception on properties that do not have agricultural production on site in the AR-1, AR-2, JLMA-1, JLMA-2, JLMA-3, JLMA-10, and TR-10, TR-3, TR-2, and TR-1 zoning districts, to amend Section 5-603 to state the percentage of the products sold at the farm market must be produced in Loudoun County, and to amend Section 6-700 to add the JLMA and TR districts to the list of districts in which farm markets can be developed with a rural sketch plan.  And further, to develop performance standards which address parking, screening, and facility size.  And further, to make the term “25% of the products” consistent with the term “25% of the gross receipts.”  (9-0). Staff Contact:  Michelle Lohr
4.
ZMOD 2007-0007, LIFETIME FITNESS COMPREHENSIVE SIGN PLAN

A motion was made to forward ZMOD 2007-0007, Lifetime Fitness Comprehensive Sign Plan to the Board of Supervisors with a recommendation of denial.  The motion failed.  (4-5, Austin, Brodrick, Klancher, Maio, Tolle opposed).  
The Planning Commission forwarded ZMOD 2007-0007, Lifetime Fitness Comprehensive Sign Plan to a Planning Commission Committee of the Whole meeting.  (6-3, Chaloux, Keeney, Syska opposed).  Staff contact:  Stephen Gardner
5.
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW TEAM BRIEFING
Alex Blackburn, County Soil and Land Development Scientist, provided an overview of the objectives and goals of the Environmental Teams of the Department of Building and Development.  

Natural Resources

This team manages forestry issues, such as tree conservation plans, tree buffers/proffers, soils, geotechnical engineering, locational clearance, i.e., Mountainside Development Overlay District and Steep Slopes, and responds to complaints and zoning ordinance violations.

Water Resources

This team handles floodplain management, stormwater review, long-term monitoring, i.e., surface water, groundwater and precipitation, and water supply (hydrogeologic) review.

Environmental Review

This team provides outreach to the Planning Department on rezonings and special exceptions; reviews by-right subdivisions; wetland permitting; archaeological review; and green building and energy efficiency.
Erosion and Sediment Control

This is a state-mandated program that verifies federal and state permits; has a detailed plan review for grading permits; provides implementation and management of approved development, including routine on-site inspections, and responds to complaints and zoning ordinance violations.
Geographic Information Systems
This team handles all Building and Development mapping initiatives related to environmental, cultural, or zoning, as well as provides oversight on maintenance of environmental coverage, i.e., soils, geology, tree cover, and flood plains.
Resources available through Mapping include WebLOGIS, which provides wetlands models, streams, floodplains, forest resources, mountainside and steep slope overlays, limestone areas, soils/hydric soils, wells, pollution sources, topography, aerial photography, specialty maps, stormwater, water and sewer infrastructure, and archaeological data.  
