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	County of Loudoun
Department of Planning

MEMORANDUM




DATE:
January 11, 2010

TO:

Judi Birkitt, Senior Planner, Land Use Review

FROM:
Heidi Siebentritt, Historic Preservation Planner, 

Community Information and Outreach

SUBJECT:
ZMAP 2009-0005, SPEX 2009-0009 & CMPT 2009-0001 Green Energy Partners/ Stonewall (GEP/S) Hybrid Energy Park – Third Referral
Background
The subject application relates to a 90.50-acre portion of the 294-acre compilation of properties previously reviewed by staff under ZMAP 2008-0017 & SPEX 2008-0068, 69 & 70 (Stonewall). The applicant is currently requesting to re-zone a 90.50 piece of the 294-acre Stonewall property to MR-HI to construct a hybrid energy plant. The latest submission to the County of this application includes an access road from Sycolin Road to the proposed Energy Park use. Below is a summary of the outstanding issues.
Outstanding Issues and Recommendations
Staff’s first and second referral comments dated June 1, 2009 (Stonewall) and October 26, 2009, respectively made note that the proposed development area is commensurate with the known boundaries of the historically African American settlement of Lower Sycolin. While the individual archaeological sites (44LD1326, 44LD1328 and 44LD1330) representing the vestiges of the settlement have been impacted over the years such that the individual sites are now deemed ineligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, the history of the Lower Sycolin community itself is worthy of recordation. Staff has recommended in previous referral comments that the applicant commit to a public narrative history of this community. 
Additionally, in staff’s June 1, 2009 first referral comments related to Stonewall Secure Business Park, staff noted the presence of the remains of the Sycolin Road Pottery Site (44LD1195) located along the eastern right of way of Sycolin Road.  At that time, an entrance to the business park was proposed in very close proximity to (if not on) the location of the site and staff raised the location of the access point as an issue at that time.  
Second referral comments dated October 26, 2009 also noted the location of the Sycolin Pottery Site, although the project area had been reduced by the applicant to encompass only 90.50 portion of the original application area which excluded the location of the site.  Regardless, staff re-iterated the historic significance of the site which has been evaluated and deemed eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Staff re-stated concerns that the site could be impacted by the construction of future access roads, including temporary construction roads with entrances on Sycolin Road and requested clarification on the overall plan for access to the Hybrid Energy Park.  

The current application shows that the project area has been expanded to include an access road to the Hybrid Energy Park from Sycolin Road. The point of entry for the proposed road is proximal to the known boundaries of the Sycolin Pottery Site.  While the proposed access appears to be located approximately 200 feet south of the site, staff again raises the concern that this extremely significant historic site could be detrimentally impacted by the clearing and grading necessary to construct the access point. 
The Heritage Preservation Plan specifically states that the County’s primary objective is the protection and conservation of significant archaeological resources identified during the development process (Heritage Preservation Plan, Chapter 2, Archaeological Resource, Policy 9).  To meet this objective and to ensure that the site is not inadvertently impacted during development of the property, staff recommends that the applicant show the boundaries of the Sycolin Pottery Site, as determined in the Phase 2 archaeological report and as represented on previous submissions, on all future plans and profiles submitted to the County for review. Staff further recommends that the boundaries of the site be delineated with temporary chain link fencing prior to any clearing and grading related to the construction of the access road. 
cc:  
Michael “Miguel” Salinas, AICP, Program Manager, Community Information & 


Outreach

       
Julie Pastor, AICP, Director, Department of Planning


