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	DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT

COUNTY OF LOUDOUN

MEMORANDUM




DATE:

March 25, 2010 

TO:

Judi Birkitt, Project Manager, Department of Planning
FROM:
Todd Taylor, Environmental Review Team
THROUGH:
William Marsh, Environmental Review Team Leader

CC:

Marie Genovese, Community Planner, Department of Planning

SUBJECT:
ZMAP-2008-0021 Kincora Village Center


Heron Rookery – New Nesting Area
During a recent site visit for an application on an adjacent property and a follow-up site visit on the Kincora property, eleven additional heron nests were identified approximately 600 feet upstream of the heron rookery on the bank of Broad Run on the Kincora property (see Attachment A photographs).  Communication with the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (DGIF) has indicated that the agency will extend the boundaries of the colony to include the new nesting area.  The attached map (Attachment B) depicts the heron rookery and associated 700-foot and 1,400-foot buffers, as well as the new nesting area and same buffers.  Staff recommends that the 700-foot and 1,400-foot buffers be revised on the rezoning plan set to account for the new nesting area.  The revised 700-foot buffer does not appear to affect the Kincora development, considering the area is designated as a Riparian Reforestation Area.  However, the 1,400-foot buffer extends farther into Land Bay C and would preclude a larger area from construction activities during the nesting season.  Also, to be more consistent with DGIF recommendations, staff recommends updating Proffer II.A as follows: 1) consider adjusting the heron nesting season start date from “March 1st” to “February 15th”; and 2) replace the reference to “land disturbing activities” with “construction activities (clearing, grading, external construction)”.
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Attachment A: Heron New Nesting Area Photographs
       

Attachment B:  Heron New Nesting Area Map
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