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Mr. John Merrithew

County of Loudoun




Department of Planning






1 Harrison Street, SE

Post Office Box 7000





Leesburg, Virginia 20177

RE:
ZMAP 2006-0011 & ZCPA 2006-0003/Stone Ridge Commercial

Dear John:

School Board staff has reviewed the zoning map amendment and zoning concept plan amendment application for Stone Ridge Commercial.  Based on the 2005 Virginia-County of Loudoun School Census, the proposed 307 multifamily units will generate a total of 86 school-age children: 44 elementary school-age children (grades K-5), 19 middle school-age child (grades 6-8), and 23 high school-age children (grades 9-12).  A project assessment chart is attached and provides the operational and capital expenses associated with the Stone Ridge Commercial application.  As noted within the application, the Stone Ridge developer has provided land for Mercer Middle School (opened Fall 2004) and the new Arcola Elementary School (opening Fall 2007).

The lack of safe walking paths for students within subdivisions creates a growing safety hazard and will increase operational costs.  In rural areas of the county, every house with a child becomes a bus stop.  Similar circumstances are emerging in the county’s new subdivisions.  Students that live within a school’s walk zone must be transported to school because there are either no sidewalks or they are only on one side of the street.  Should new subdivisions contain sidewalks on both sides of the street, children could safely walk to a bus stop or school.  Sidewalks not only increase operational efficiency, but ultimately mean less time on the school bus for Loudoun’s children.  The absence of safe walking paths throughout Loudoun County is becoming a more important issue to parents in a county where traffic volumes are increasing on a daily basis.   Accordingly, in order to ensure that students residing within the Stone Ridge Commercial parcels can safely walk to and from bus stop locations and/or school, pedestrian walkways should be provided and allow for public access easements.  


The Loudoun County School Board is extremely concerned about all land development applications.  Both capital facility expenditures and operational costs are significantly impacted by each approved residential project, and both can be anticipated to increase with each additional school-age child that resides in Loudoun County.  Should you require any additional information, please contact me at your earliest convenience. 








Sincerely,








Sam Adamo, Director   

Attachment

c:
Edgar B. Hatrick, Division Superintendent


Loudoun County School Board



(Site Location: Dulles Election District)
