June 18, 2009
Ms. Nicole Steele

County of Loudoun

Department of Planning

1 Harrison Street, S.E.

P.O. Box 7000

Leesburg, Virginia 20177-7000

Re: 
Corpus Christi Parish


(1st Submission)


Loudoun County Plan Numbers SPEX 2009-0008 – Parish







SPEX 2009-0012 – School






SPEX 2009-0013 – Convent





SPEX 2009-0014 - Public Access Road

Dear Ms. Steele:

We have reviewed the above noted plan and supplemental traffic analysis as requested in your April 24, 2009 transmittal and the May 4, 2009 Chapter 527 transmittal.  We offer the following comments:

1. Please see the attached e-mail dated Friday, May 22, 2009 from Mr. Cina Dabestani of VDOT’s Transportation Planning Section.

2. Please see the attached memorandum dated 05/26/2009 from Mr. Arsalan (Alex) Faghri of VDOT’s Traffic Engineering Section.

3. At a minimum, (Future) Marwood Drive should be constructed to the easterly property line.

4. Related to comment # 3:  Prefer that (Future) Marrwood Drive have right of way dedicated and be designed and constructed (or equivalent monetary contribution provided) to Future Route 659 Relocated.

5. This applicant’s Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) assumes that improvements at Route 50 (turn lanes and traffic signalization) to be in place “by others”.  Should these improvements not be in-place by the opening of the church then this applicant should be responsible for design/installation/construction of same, specifically,:

(a) Intersection of Route 50 and Goshen Road - Traffic signalization.  This is to include warrant analysis.
(b) Intersection of Route 50  and Goshen Road – Add westbound left turn lane

(c) Intersection of Route 50 and Goshen Road – Add eastbound right turn lane.
6. Sufficient on-site parking should be provided to prevent overflow parking problems on (Future) Marrwood Drive.
7. Proposed Emergency Access entrance should be properly signed and controlled with bollards & chain or gated, etc.

8. Is (Future) Marrwood Drive of sufficient capacity (typical section) to support the projected site generated trip volume?

9. For illustrative/informational purposes, please draw and clearly label the (approximate) alignment of Future Route 659 Relocated onto plan sheets 2 and/or 3 of 3.

10.  Depending upon the resolution to some of the above noted comments, we recommend the County consider pursuing a monetary contribution from this applicant to be applied to area transportation improvements, especially if the Route 50 improvements are done “by others” and/or to be applied towards extending (Future) Marrwood Drive to Future Relocated Route 659 and/or the improvements (turn lanes and possibly traffic signalization) that will/may be required at that street connection.
11.  We reiterate Traffic Engineering’s comment that an exclusive left turn lane may be required on (Future) Marrwood Drive at the site northern entrance.

12. We have concerns regarding the applicant’s proposal to use traffic control personnel on Route 50 in the interim period until the intersection improvements/traffic signalization are in place at the Route 50/Goshen Road intersection.  Given the nature of Route 50in this area, i.e., high traffic volumes including fairly high percentage of trucks, relatively high operation speeds and violation of driver expectancy we do not endorse this concept.  Also, a field review revealed there to be a potential vertical sight distance problem looking to the west at oncoming eastbound Route 50 traffic.  Given these factors, we reiterate comment # 5 above due to safety as well as operational aspects.
The Traffic Impact Study (TIS) has been stamped “ Rejected, Correct and Resubmit”.

If you have any questions, please call me at (703) 383-2061.

Sincerely,

John Bassett, P.E.

Transportation Engineer

Attachments

Cc:  Imad Salous, P. E.


[image: image1.emf]From:   Dabestani, Cina   Sent:   Friday, May 22, 2009 10:32 AM   To:   Bassett, John (NOVA)   Cc:   Llana, Claudia, P.E.   Subject:   Catholic Diocese of Arlington (Loudoun Property) TIS  -  Review and comments     John :     In accordance with §15.2 - 2222.1 of Code of Virginia Traf fic Impact Analysis  Regulations, 24 VAC 30 - 155, a traffic impact analysis was prepared by  Wells +  Associates  Incorporated for the proposed  church  development dated  February  2 4 , 200 9 .   This report was submitted for rezoning concept plan amendment on behalf  of  Catholic  Diocese of Arlington .      TP has evaluated this traffic impact analysis for compliance with the above noted code  and  has the following comments to offer .       1.   Missing legends on figures 2 - 2, 2 - 4, and 2 - 5.     2.   This study  does not appear to take into co nsideration that US 50 is a heavy  vehicle route and recent data shows that 15% of traffic is made up of heavy  trucks.     3. Assuming 2% regional growth until 2015 is not documented as how this study has arrived  at such number.  Missing supporting documentati on.     The comments noted above require correction and resubmission of the supplemental  traffic analysis.     Thanks,   Cina Dabestani   Sr. Transportation Engineer   NoVa Transportation Planning Section   Virginia Department Of Transportation   703 . 383 . 2215      P.S.   J ohn, please make sure that TE or Alex pay attention to the truck % assumed as input for the  operational analysis.    


Memorandum

To:
John Bassett, P.E.    

From:
Arsalan (Alex) Faghri  
CC:
Jim R. Turner, P.E.   
Date:
05/26/2009
Re:
RUID 11111 – Corpus Christi Church – Catholic Diocese of Arlington Loudoun Property. SPEX 09 – 0008  
We have reviewed first submission Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) associated with the subject application.  The TIA was prepared in accordance with the requirements of §15.2-2222.1 of the code of Virginia and the Virginia Traffic Impact Analysis Regulations 24 VAC 30-155.   

The site is located south of Rt. 50 and east of Goshen Road (Rt. 616).  The site is currently vacant and is approved for 19 single family homes.  This Special Exception application is to allow development of a 1,200 seat (58,000 sq. ft.) church and a 200-student private school.  The proposed development will be constructed in 2 phases.  The build-out for Phase 1 is 2012 and will only include the church.  Phase 2 will include the 200-student private school facility with a proposed build-out of 2015.   

We offer the following comments:

1. Please verify that the southern most access point to the site has sufficient sight distance.  Include a discussion in the TIA regarding sight distance at access points. 

2. Trip distribution at the two access points can be viewed differently than what has been indicated in the study.  Majority of vehicles may use the northern most access point to get to the site.  In this case a left turn lane is warranted.  Please provide left turn lane warrant assuming majority of the vehicles accessing the site would use the first access point. 

3. Synchro analysis show 95th percentile queue lengths in 2015 Total Future Sunday operates beyond capacity for the westbound left turn from Rt. 50 onto southbound Goshen Road.  The left turn lane and taper should be long enough to accommodate traffic generated by the site.  Please recommend Rt. 50 WBL expansion as part of your recommended improvements.             

We have stamped the study as Rejected, correct and resubmit.  We are retaining the one copy you provided for our records.  Please feel free to call if you have any question. 

