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May 20, 2009
Ms. Jane McCarter
County of Loudoun

Department of Planning MSC#62

1 Harrison Street, S.E.

P.O. Box 7000

Leesburg, Virginia 20177-7000

Re: 
Scott Jenkins Memorial Park (was Hamilton Youth Sports)

Loudoun County Application Numbers SPEX 2009-0004, SPEX 2009-0015,

and CMPT 2009-0003
Dear Ms. McCarter:

We have reviewed the above applications as requested in your April 3, 2009 transmittal (received April 8, 2009) and the April 10, 2009 Chapter 527 transmittal.  We offer the following comments:

Traffic Impact Analysis Comments:

1. Results of the analysis indicate that the following intersections will deteriorate as a result of the traffic generated by the proposed development: 

2. Intersection 3 – Business Route 7 and Hamilton Station Road (Rt. 704) – The operation of this intersection is acceptable under the existing and 2010 scenarios, however it fails during the 2020 conditions.  The traffic impact analysis has examined some options for mitigation including a mini roundabout however a more detailed analysis that includes right-of-way availability and geometrical and environmental constraints should be performed to determine optimum mitigation measure. A pro-rata share based contribution for mitigation is suggested in the study.  

3. Intersection 8 – Route 7 northbound ramps and Route 9 – The Saturday operation of this intersection is acceptable during the existing and 2010 conditions, however it fails in the 2020 condition as a result of the additional traffic generated/attracted to the proposed site as well as the ambient traffic growth.  It should be noted that this intersection currently shows poor levels of service in the p.m. peak period and will continue to fail in 2010 and 2020 conditions with or without the development.  Thus, the traffic impact analysis has not recommended any improvements.        

4. Intersection 10 – Business Route 7 and Dry Mill Road (Rt. 669) – The traffic impact analysis has examined some mitigation measures at this intersection and concludes that an all way stop sign and separate turn lanes would improve the operation of failing movements.  A pro-rata share base contribution to the additional turn lane is suggested in the traffic impact analysis.
Planning Comments: 
5. Site Trip Generation, page 39 and Table 5: 

6. All trip rates assumed are for soccer fields (Table 5) while this plan has four fields (1 baseball and 3 smaller softball) in addition to one rectangular (presumably for soccer).  Comparing ITE (Trip Generation 8th edition) trip rates for County Parks with the soccer complex (4th paragraph) while ITE does not define County Parks as ball fields does not justify conservativeness of the trips as stated by the study (same paragraph).

7. Study refers to a traffic impact analysis for Fauquier Northern Area Park, prepared by Kellerco.  Please provide a copy as part of the appendice.

8. Trip distributions and growth factor assumed (4%) by the study is in line with the expected growth in western Loudoun County.

9. Comments 6 and 7 should be addressed and the traffic impact analysis resubmitted.
Concept Plan Comments:
10. The exact configuration and width of the divided multilane entrance will be determined at site plan review.
11. The bus entrance should be configured to facilitate left turns into the site.
12. Turn lane and taper lengths appear to be satisfactory.

13. The multi-use trail should be 10’ wide rather than 8’.
If you have any questions, please call me at (703) 383-2424.

Sincerely,

Thomas B. VanPoole, P.E.

Senior Transportation Engineer

cc: 
Marc Lewis-Degrace 

bcc:
Imad Salous, P.E.
