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To:

Jane McCarter, Project Manager, Planning  Department (MSC #62)
From:
Mark A. Novak, ASLA, Park Planner, Facilities Planning and Development (MSC #78)
CC:

Diane Ryburn, Director

Steve Torpy, Assistant Director
Su Webb, PROS Board, Chairman, Catoctin District

James E. O’Connor, PROS Board, Open Space Member

Bob Wright, PROS Board, Open Space Member

Brian Fuller, Park Planner
Date:

May 11, 2009
Subject:
SPEX 2009-0004, SPEX 2009-0015 & CMPT 2009-0003 

                      Scott Jenkins Memorial Park
Election District:
Catoctin
Sub Planning Area:   Route 7 West                                                    

MCPI #
346-35-3765, 346-36-7436     
BACKGROUND: 
Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Services were approached by Dennis and Linda Virts of Waterford, Virginia in 2007 regarding a donation of land for use as a sports park. The couple had been active participants and supporters of youth sports in Loudoun County for many years and wanted to give back to the community by helping meet the need for more ball fields.  The Virts formally presented their intent to donate 25.5 acres to the County at the Board of Supervisors’ meeting on July 1, 2008. The Board of Supervisors voted to purchase an additional 11.43 acres from the Virts to bring the total are of the park to 36.9 acres.
The Board has committed to funding phase one which includes a commuter parking lot and a 90-foot baseball field, and permitting the family to place a memorial at the park site, which will be named “Scott Jenkins Memorial Park”.  When completed the park will include four lighted baseball/softball fields, a lighted multi-purpose field and a commuter park and ride for 250 cars.
Loudoun County Department of Capital Construction has been tasked with the development of the park and a commuter park and ride for the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Services and the Office of Transportation Services.  A  Special Exception (SPEX) and Commission Permit (CMPT) are required to allow for active recreational as well as a Commuter Parking Lot on the 36 acre subject site located on the north side of Colonial Highway (Business Route 7) and the south side of Harry Byrd Highway (Route 7 By-Pass) approximately .8 miles east of the Town of Hamilton.  
As co-applicant the Department of Parks Recreation and Community Services ask for a favorable recommendation to allow for the establishment of an Active Recreation park as well as a Commuter Parking Lot to serve the needs of the ever-growing population of western Loudoun. 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding these comments, please do not hesitate to contact me personally via phone at 703-737-8992, or via e-mail at mark.novak@loudoun.gov.  I look forward to attending any meetings or work sessions to offer PRCS support, or to be notified of any further information regarding this project.  
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