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RE: White’s Ford Park — Processing the Applications of CMPT 2008-0020, SPEX 2008-
0061 and SPEX 2008-0062

Dear Sophia:

As you know, the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority (“NVRPA,” the “Applicant”) has
been working diligently with you and your predecessor for more than a year on processing its
requested applications for a Commission Permit for a park, Special Exception for a boat ramp
and Minor Special Exception for a campground on property it has under contract along the
Potomac River.

The Applicant initially met with the County for a Pre-Application Conference on Aug. 26, 2008,
and the County officially accepted the application for processing Feb. 20, 2009. By the County’s
own Zoning Ordinance, the review of the Commission Permit shouid have taken 60 days — thus
being completed a year ago this week — and the review of the Special Exception applications
should have taken 90 days.

Recognizing those guidelines are aggressive, senior staff told the Applicant at the Pre-
Application Conference that it would likely take 120 to 180 days to process all three
applications. Therefore, the Applicant was prepared for the approval process to take up to six
months, it never anticipated it would take three times that long, and formalized a contract to
purchase the property, with its ratification contingent upon zoning approvais.

We have worked closely with staff throughout this process and recognizing its longevity,
requested and received the ability to double advertise the Planning Commission and Board of
Supervisors’ public hearings to bring closure to the case so the Applicant finalize its purchase
option.

The Planning Commission held its Public Hearing November 19, 2009, and recommended
approval (8-1) of the applications on February 18. The state and County’'s 60-day clock for
ratification of the Commission Permit began with that approval and was to expire earlier this
month but, at the request of the County, the Applicant agreed to extend the deadline until May 4
to allow review by the Transportation Land Use Committee, which did not meet in March.
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The Transportation Land Use Committee reviewed the applications last week and asked if the
Applicant could further extend its purchase contract. Despite its diligent efforts, NVRPA was
unable to obtain further extensions from the seller and respectfully requests to be placed on the
May 4 business meeting agenda.

The Applicant has responded to the questions and comments raised at the Transportation Land
Use Committee meeting in writing and will be fully prepared to review those responses with the
full board at the May 4 business meeting, should the board have any follow up questions at that
time.

As always, we appreciate all your work on this application, and remain excited at the possibility
of introducing a park with Potomac River access for Loudoun County residents to enjoy.

Sincerely,

Molly M. No W

Senior Land Use Planner

cc: Todd Hafner, Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority
Colleen Gillis Snow, Esquire, Cooley Godward Kronish LLP
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