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	County of Loudoun
Department of Planning

MEMORANDUM




DATE:
May 27, 2010
TO:

Jane McCarter, Project Manager

Land Use Review

FROM:
Pat Giglio, Planner

Community Planning

SUBJECT:
CMPT 2008-0016 & SPMI 2010-0012 T-Mobile at Baha’i Center, 3rd Referral
The applicant, T-Mobile Northeast, is requesting a Commission Permit and Minor Special Exception to locate six (6) telecommunication panel antennas within three “concealment canisters” on the roof of the Baha’i Center, located at 21415 Cardinal Glen Circle in Sterling. The proposed telecommunication antennas will be located on the upper roof of the building and will be elevated approximately six and one-half feet above the parapet wall on metal sleds (prefabricated supports) which will be anchored to the roof. The applicant will wrap the proposed antennas in a “concealment canister” constructed of fiberglass which will be painted light gray to blend with the building and sky. The subject site is zoned Residential-4 (R-4) and is governed under the provisions of the Revised 1993 Zoning Ordinance.  

Staff has reviewed the most recent submittal dated May 6, 2010. Staff finds that the submitted materials adequately address and clarify issues raised in the second referral regarding the design and visual impact of the proposed antennas on the adjacent roadways and homes. Based on the submitted photo-simulations the form, design and color of the proposed “concealment canisters” appear to blend with the modern design of the existing building and mitigate the visual impact of the proposed antennas on the surrounding area. Staff recommends that a note be included on the drawings to specify the color (light grey) of the proposed antennas and mounting systems to ensure that they blend with the architecture of the building and the skyline.

Staff finds that the application is in conformance with the general location and design policies outlined in the Revised General Plan and Strategic Land Use Plan for Telecommunications Facilities. Staff supports approval of the application.  

CC:
Julie Pastor, AICP, Director, Planning 

John Merrithew, AICP, Assistant Director, Planning
