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STATEMENT OF JUSTIFICATION 
 

I. History of Existing Dwelling 
The property is located at 33846 Snickersville Turnpike in Bluemont.  It is part of the Bluemont Historic District.  
The structure was originally built as a local school and was used from 1923 until the 1960’s. In 1988 it was 
developed as a community center. The building is a symmetrical two story wood frame structure with stucco 
siding.  The building retains its original double hung wood windows and also has a standing seam metal roof.  The 
front and rear facades are almost identical, both have a central covered entry flanked on each side with a bay of 
five windows.  Above the covered entry is a double window on the front, an exit door on the rear, flanked on each 
side by three individual windows.   
 

II. Proposed Exterior Changes 
A fence to enclose the playground area. 
A dumpster enclosure. 
 

III. Reasons for Proposed Addition 
Playground Fencing: 
The Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance requires that all Child Care uses have outdoor play space associated with 
them.  This playground area is required to be entirely enclosed by a fence 3’-6” tall. 
 
Dumpster Enclosure: 
The Loudoun County Standards Manual requires that all dumpsters on County Owned properties be enclosed 
with a dumpster enclosure. The proposed enclosure is based on the standard detail from Loudoun County. 
However, in order to satisfy the requirements of the Historic Guidelines, additional details were added. The 
dumpster pad was required to be located closer to the entrance to the site because the parking required for the 
project did not allow the current dumpster location to remain.  The parking and drive aisle realignment caused the 
dumpster pad and enclosure to be within the drive aisle. The proposed location was the only remaining location 
on site that allowed for access by the removal vehicles while being far enough away from the main entrance to the 
building. 
 

IV. Appropriateness of Proposed Alterations 
The materials for both proposed changes are to be wood. The playground fencing is to be a picket type fence with 
“dog ear” tops.  This has been chosen as a safety issue in contrast to the pointed top picket fences similar to the 
examples given on page 48 of the Loudoun County Historical and Cultural Conservation District Guidelines. The 
dumpster enclosure is a “board on board” type fences to provide visual screening of the dumpsters themselves 
with a lattice top to provide appropriate detail where visual solidity is not as critical. 


